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Kingston Village Green Community Center Grand Opening 
After many years of planning and fundraising, Kingston’s Village Green 
Community Center is finally open! The grand opening ceremony was held April 30. Hundreds 
of people turned out to join in the celebration and tour the new facility, including former 
County Commissioners Chris Endresen and Steve Bauer as well as Representative Sherry 
Appleton and Congressman Derek Kilmer. 

Commissioner Gelder presented a check for $367,000 to the Kingston Village Green 
Foundation on behalf of the County from proceeds of the sale of the old Kingston 
Community Center to The Coffee Oasis. The Village Green Foundation has raised about $9 
million of its $9.5 million goal. The Village Green Metropolitan Park District will manage and 
fund operational and maintenance costs for the new community center as well as the 
surrounding park. 

The new community center contains the Kingston branch of Kitsap Regional Library, quadruple the size 
of its former space. The North Kitsap Boys & Girls Club that is home there now is much larger and 
brighter than its former quarters behind the stage at Kingston Middle School. In its new location, the 
club will have programs for middle and high school students, with room for up to 150. Summer camps 
are scheduled throughout the summer. Kingston’s Super Seniors have a new room where Chuckwagon 
meals will be served, along with other expanded activities. Being neighbors with the Boys & Girls Club 
promotes opportunities for multi-generational activities. 

A huge new commercial kitchen, banquet hall, multi-purpose rooms, a technology lab, art room and 
half-court gymnasium further expand community use of the center, and reservations are now being 
accepted. The Kingston Citizens Advisory Council was one of the first organizations to reserve a room 
for all its future meetings, which take place at 7 p.m. the first Wednesday of each month except July 
and January.  

For more information on the Village Green Community Center, including reservations and a calendar of 
events, visit www.myvillagegreen.org.  

Norwegian Point Park Progress  
The final dilapidated deck structures were 
removed from Kitsap County’s Norwegian 
Point Park in March, with help from a 
hard-working group of volunteers who 
worked for six days to complete the 
project. An addition built on the back of 
the boathouse was also removed, along 
with an old rail launching system and 
three large bait tanks. The decking and 
broken concrete was hauled away to be 
recycled. Special thanks is due to Howie 
O’Brien, Martin Adams, Fred and Jo 
Nelson, Bill Forester, Gary and Elise 
Erickson, and Gary’s excavator for their 
hard work.  

Transportation Improvement 
Program 
Kitsap County Public Works is currently 
accepting transportation project ideas for its Six-
Year Transportation Improvement Program 
(TIP). If you have an idea for a road, bicycle or 
sidewalk project, please submit it at this link 
http://www.kitsapgov.com/pw/
Tip_Project_Proposal_form.asp prior to May 27. 
Submitted proposals are evaluated on criteria 
including safety and/or capacity needs, 
structural condition, and availability of funding. 
For more information on the TIP process and 
how projects are selected, contact Marc Lewis-
DeGrace at mdegrace@co.kitsap.wa.us or (360) 
337-5777.  
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Spotlight:  Salmonberry Birth Center  

In January, Poulsbo became home to 
the Salmonberry Birth Center. Located 
at the intersection of Bond Road and 
Highway 305 adjacent to the North 
Kitsap Medical Center, Salmonberry is a 
convenient location for residents and 
provides a family-focused birth center. 

The business was started by Julie Bennett LM, RN and Louisa Wales LM, 
CPM. With the addition of Melanie Brindle LM, CPM, there are three 
skilled, experienced midwives who offer comprehensive prenatal care, 
attend births and perform postpartum checkups. Birth centers are growing 
in popularity as an alternative to a hospital environment. Their model of 
care is holistic and family-centered with a more relaxing, home-like 
environment. 

Amenities at Salmonberry Birth Center include two spacious birth suites 
with en-suite bathrooms, deep soaking tubs, spacious family and waiting 
rooms, a kitchenette, WiFi and Bluetooth music system, and proximity to 
lab, ultrasound, urgent care and hospital facilities. Additionally, Moonstone 
Acupuncture and Peninsula Birth and Bodywork offer acupuncture and 
massage services at the Birth Center. 

For more information about this new business in Poulsbo, visit http://
www.salmonberrybirthcenter.com/ , call (360)779-0004, or email 
info@salmonberrybirthcenter.com.  

Bainbridge Island Museum Tours  

Commissioners Gelder and Wolfe recently enjoyed a 
private tour of the Bainbridge Island Museum of Art and 
the Kids Discovery Museum. The museums are wonderful 
cultural assets to Bainbridge Island and Kitsap County.  

The Museum of Art opened in 2010, focusing on collections 
featuring artists from the Kitsap and Olympic peninsulas 
and greater Puget Sound area. They also host special 
events including tours, artist talks, panel discussions, films, 
poetry readings, musical performances, and community 
meetings. For more information about the Bainbridge 
Island Museum of Art, visit www.biartmuseum.org/. 

The Kids Discovery Museum (also knows as KiDiMu) 
provides a destination for children and their families to 
explore art, science, and culture through hands-on exhibits, 
art projects, and cultural and scientific exhibits. Summer 
camps are offered for children ages 3 ½ to 6 years, focusing 
on health and wellness, arts, literacy and science, 
technology, engineering and math (STEM) programs. 
Themes include pirates, a musical zoo and storybooks 
come to life. The museum also offers field trips for class 
groups. For more information, visit www.kidimu.org.  

Commissioner Gelder examines a glass canoe 
that Kitsap County loaned to the Bainbridge 

Island Art Museum. 

Salish Behavioral Health Organization 

The Peninsula Regional Support Network (PRSN) was created in 1989 through an interlocal agreement between 
Kitsap, Jefferson and Clallam counties to oversee public mental health services for Medicaid recipients. In 2014, the 
State Legislature mandated the creation of Behavioral Health Organizations (BHO) to oversee both mental health 
and substance abuse services. The BHOs were seen as a compromise between the state’s desire for full integration 
and counties’ desire for local control.  

After the 2014 mandate, PRSN transitioned to a BHO, as in most areas of Washington. Kitsap, Jefferson, and Clallam counties make up the 
Salish BHO. The need for mental health and substance abuse services is great. Among all Washington State Department of Social and Health 
Services clients ages 18 to 64, 45 percent have mental disorders, 22 percent need substance abuse treatment, and 14 percent have both a 
mental illness and a drug or alcohol problem. However, the state’s Medicaid plan does not include care for co-occurring disorders, nor is 
there funding for integrated care. Under the BHO model, several improvements are anticipated: 

 Youth and adults who receive Medicaid will have increased access to appropriate and effective services for mental health and 
substance abuse, due to a larger provider network; 

 Behavioral and primary healthcare providers will be able to work together to meet their patients’ needs, and case managers will help 
people find primary care providers as needed; 

 Financial resources will be more effectively managed. 

For more information, visit www.salishbho.org or contact Anders Edgerton, Salish BHO regional administrator, at (360) 337-4886 or 
aedgertn@co.kitsap.wa.us. 

Total Wine & More 
Grand Opening  

Commissioner Gelder and 
Central Kitsap Commissioner 

Ed Wolfe at the grand opening 
celebration for Total Wine & 

More in The Trails at 

Silverdale shopping center. 
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Project Access Northwest 
Project Access Northwest is a non-profit agency formed in 2006 to improve access to specialty health care for low-
income patients. It first started in King County, but has recently expanded into Kitsap and Snohomish counties. The 
vision of Project Access Northwest is, “Everyone in our community will have access to appropriate health care 
services.”  Led by Executive Director Sallie Neillie since its inception, Project Access Northwest just celebrated its 10th 
anniversary. The first year, they served 625 patients. Today, they serve over 5,500 patients annually. 

Project Access Northwest has three primary programs: 

 Care Coordination – This program helps uninsured and Apple Health patients find specialty health and dental care, if their primary 
doctor refers them. A care coordinator, who is a registered nurse, works with the patient to schedule appointments and interpreter 
services as necessary. 

 Premium Assistance – This works with hospital systems and other partners to help insure low-income people have affordable insurance. 
Donations and sponsors assist in paying premiums for qualified applicants if funding is available. This program helps over 100 people a 
year.  

 Primary Link – Primary Link connects Apple Heath and uninsured emergency room patients to a primary care provider for follow-up and 
additional care, in order to prevent them from visiting emergency rooms for non-emergency care. 

If you or someone you know could benefit from the services of Project Access Northwest, or you wish to learn more about this unique non-
profit, visit https://projectaccessnw.org/ or call (206) 788-4204. 

To subscribe to the District #1 Newsletter, go to www.kitsapgov.com and click on 

the “Sign up for electronic notifications” button on the right side of the screen.  

Comprehensive Plan Update 

Kitsap County’s Comprehensive Plan Update 
remains on schedule for adoption by the end of 
June. The Planning Commission has been 
working hard at public hearings about property-
specific rezone requests, and making 
recommendations to County Commissioners. 
May will continue to be a busy month, with two 
briefings, two public hearings, and deliberation 
meetings as we move through the final review. 
Public hearings are scheduled as follows: 

 May 10, 3 p.m., Planning Commission, 
Kitsap County Administration Building, 
Commissioner’s Chambers, 619 Division 
Street, Port Orchard 

 May 12, 5 p.m., Planning Commission, 
Poulsbo City Hall, Council Chambers, 200 
Moe Street NE, Poulsbo 

 June 6, 5:30 p.m., Board of County 
Commissioners, Poulsbo City Hall, Council 
Chambers, 200 Moe Street NE, Poulsbo 

 June 13, 5:30 p.m. Board of County 
Commissioners, Kitsap County 
Administration Building, Commissioner’s 
Chambers, 619 Division Street, Port 
Orchard 

The public is welcome and encouraged to 
attend the public hearings. The Board of County 
Commissioners  are expected to adopt the final 
plan by June 30. For more information, to view 
draft documents, or to sign up for updates, visit 
http://compplan.kitsapgov.com, email 
compplan@co.kitsap.wa.us or call (360)337-
5777. 

Kingston Complete Streets   

Kingston Complete Streets is part of a national movement to promote accessibility for 
all users, especially pedestrians, bicyclists and those who use wheelchairs. A growing 
number of Puget Sound communities located along state highways are using 
Complete Streets as a tool to develop policies and ordinances related to 
transportation facilities, including roads and sidewalks.  

The Kingston Complete Streets plan encompasses central Kingston from the ferry 
terminal to Lindvog Road and from Third Street to the Village Green off West Kingston 
Road. It identifies areas of improvement to create safer, more user-friendly streets 
and sidewalks, parking, landscaping, stormwater management, circulation and 
lighting, all while supporting the main business district and identifying ways to support 
further economic development. 

After nearly a year, the final plan is complete, the result of a coordinated effort 
between Kitsap County Public Works; MacLeod Reckord, the consultant hired to 
create the plan; a citizens advisory committee; and public meetings where essential 
public input was received. The Board of County Commissioners will adopt the plan and 
Public Works will work locally and regionally to seek funding for implementation of 
improvements in the downtown Kingston business core. 

The final Complete Streets plan is available at www.kitsapgov.com/boards/CAC/
kingston/kcac.htm.  
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